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PLEASE NOTE: Half term week is coming up from Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February and school will be 

completely closed for this week including our critical workers provision. Please make provision for your children 

for this week. We will return on Monday 22nd February.  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I’d like to start with a big THANK YOU to all those who have sent messages to my teaching team to encourage them 

to keep going! What an amazing response. This is tough for us all and I’d like to assure you that teachers would much 

prefer to be in the classroom working face to face with your children. In the classroom we receive immediate 

feedback and can address this, we hear the laughter of children and the excitement and enthusiasm for learning. We 

see their smiley faces and enjoy the social side of school as well as the academic. We are a school family ( including 

parents and carers) and as a family we do like to be together. But we are doing well and embracing the challenge 

and we all understand why we are doing this- to keep us all as safe as we possibly can while we work on making our 

country safer. Remember we are in the midst of a pandemic and exceptional circumstances. Please do your very 

best to comply with the regulations we have all been set.  

This week we have made many calls to parents and children, academic calls about learning and also welfare calls to 

cheer people up or to chat with parents as their friend. Once again I remind you to just do your best and not to 

worry about your child if they are struggling- let us know and we will step in to help- that is our job. We can make 

calls and provide support including 1-1 videos if needed. Mr Morgan and Mrs Bowmaker are also available for calls if 

you need them and they will refer to me if they need to. Mrs Johnson our School Business Manager can also help 

with forms and paperwork as can Mrs McGee and Mrs Murray on the admin team. You can get in touch through our 

contact page on the website.    

I love to watch our FB page each Friday to see the marvelous learning you have all been doing at home. There are 

some innovative ideas out there, I particularly liked a child who made a screen to put around herself during learning 

time so she could get some peace from everyone! Great idea. This screen was covered with all the things she would 

need to help her to learn well like handwriting script sheet and times tables. On the outside some of her learning she 

was proud of on display. I am thrilled by so many parents telling me that they have been learning along with their 

child and now feel so much more confident in how to support them- well done!  

We will be assessing our children through ongoing teacher assessment on their return as we go and will be putting 

into place interventions across the school to catch up where we feel there are gaps. As we will not be allowed to 

have visitors in to school or go out of school for trips we will be engaging in new learning and catch up learning right 

until the end of the summer term so we do have time to support your child to do well. Sadly the events curriculum 

will have to wait until safer times. But we will be doing lots of exciting events for you all once we are given the 

thumbs up by the government.  

We will be holding our class chat sessions soon and we are really excited about this- we are finding seeing our 

children on screen quite an emotional experience and we miss you all so much. If you can make it that’s great, if not 

please remember there is no new learning taking place in this session. Parents and carers please ensure your child is 

in a safe place for these calls and note the agreement we have asked you to respond to. There is a senior 

safeguarding officer in on every call to make sure we are as safe as we can be.  

Remember- school is not closed. We are working from home where we can but we are still here for you- just a call 

away. Let us know if you need us.  

I have been doing some monitoring of the quality of learning teachers are putting out and I am so impressed with 



the offer we are giving. We are working hard to cover all aspects of the curriculum and ensuring what we send to 

you is manageable. If you have an issue with any of the tasks please talk to your teacher via dojo. We are trying to 

make sure we use ordinary household objects for learning so nothing needs to be bought.  

We are all very excited to hear of the birth of some new babies this week and congratulate families on their new 

arrivals! How lovely!  We love to hear of our Shotton Hall family growing! My little grandson is now smiling and 

making some talking sounds- hard to think I have never held him and he’s three months old now. He knows of his 

Grandma through a screen and I think he will get a shock when he sees me in real life! 

As always If you have a concern about a child or young person's welfare who lives in County Durham, call First 

Contact on 03000 267 979. First Contact brings together children's services staff with partners such as Durham 

Constabulary and health services. 

We are at the weekend again and its time for a well earned rest if you can get one! I know many of you work shifts. 

Please take a breather if you can and enjoy your families.  

Well done children for showing some fantastic resilience and determination this week. We know it’s hard to work 

from home but do your best. I am hearing about one or two children who are ‘playing up’ and this needs to stop. We 

expect your behaviour to be as good at home as it is in school. I know that the work your teacher is setting can be 

done by you and you need to follow the teaching videos before you start to make sure you are doing the task 

correctly. Always give your best. Well done to those who are working hard- we are all very proud of you.  

Remember our mission statement:  

S H  I N E  Successful, Happy, Inspired and Nurtured towards Excellence.    

SHPS working together with and for our community. 

Regards 

Anita Boyd  

Headteacher   

 

 

 

 


