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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Grab a cup of tea/coffee and take a minute! (even with a biscuit or two)  

Today I write to you thinking about my role as headteacher, daughter, mother and grandmother to four 

grandchildren- one of whom I have not seen apart from through a screen as he was born during the pandemic.   

Week 4 of lockdown was a challenge to say the least. Provision closure and the impact of this on our critical workers 

was difficult and the ongoing health and well being of our staffing team ensuring provision was covered and safe. My 

two daughters who are primary teachers themselves were reminding me of the importance of caring for staff and 

recognising that they too are juggling their families with their working lives and delivering online learning. My son 

and his partner are struggling with the challenge of teaching their young daughter from home and doing all that their 

school asks. My grandchildren, who I am not seeing unless through a screen, reminded me of the bright young minds 

we are influencing and how school is a lifeline for families. My 86 year old mum who I care for, as she is both 

extremely hard of hearing and partially sighted, reminded me of the duties to our families we all have and how we 

are caring for the vulnerable and lonely as well as our children.  

It seems many of us are battling with our mental health and this lockdown feels very different to the first when the 

sun was shining and we, at least, had the outdoors to enjoy and the long summer evenings. Learning was revision 

and catch up rather than current new learning. We were hopeful that it wouldn’t be for long and we were optimistic 

with a ‘We’ve got this!’ outlook.  

Thinking about all this I want to say a huge WELL DONE to all of us who are battling with these limits on our lives and 

trying hard to do everything our government asks even though it is ridiculously hard for us. We are all surviving a 

pandemic and we musn’t lose sight of why we are not all in school together. If your child is eating pizza for breakfast, 

staying up late, spending a bit too much time on the x box, staying in their PJs all day, eating take away meals or 

microwave teas and doesn’t finish ALL of their set work please don’t worry about this. We know that you are making 

sure our children are SAFE, LOVED and WELL CARED for and that is the most important thing at the moment. 

We know that we are setting a lot of work and have high expectations and all we do is ask that you do your best. 

Keep going with the reading and tables and as much of the other work as you can - we understand. Let us know if 

there is something happening in your life which is temporary and means you will not be doing the work that week. 

New babies are still arriving (one of life’s great joys but very hard work!) and people are still moving house and 

caring for elderly relatives. Do not allow school work to put you under so much pressure that there is unnecessary 

strain on your life as you try to hold down jobs, earn a living and be all things to all men. We know that everyone’s 

circumstances are very different.   

We have heard yesterday that schools in England will not be opening until at the very earliest March 8th   2021. 

There is no promise that this will actually happen but we will keep you informed as time goes on. We are currently 

planning and preparing for that date and look forward to when we can all be back together again- but only if it’s 

safe.  

So we will continue with our support to pupils and families through our online learning programme. Teachers are 

setting current learning as prescribed by the National Curriculum and are supporting online through recorded videos 

of teaching sequences, phone calls and 1-1 short films to support particular pieces of learning.  I know that staff are 



speaking to parents and children and doing all they can to enable children to learn well from home. The critical 

worker provision in school is in operation but KS1 did have to close for a period of time last week due to a positive 

case. There is no doubt that children are the safest at home just now.  

We are delighted to announce our weekly class welfare ‘chats’ we will be holding using microsoft TEAMS online. You 

will be getting information about this soon. The trials we ran were extremely successful and I was very impressed 

with the fabulous behaviour and positive attitudes of the children taking part. Teachers led the meetings and 

everyone enjoyed themselves a great deal- there was lots of giggling! We ensured they were as safe as they could 

possibly be and are very happy to add them to our provision on a voluntary basis. We will not be delivering our 

curriculum in live lessons so your children will not miss out if they can’t make it. Children are also learning about 

using online communication tools and improving their technical skills. I suspect this will become a big part of their 

lives as they grow and study and take on their own jobs.  

It has come to my attention that there is some worry and concern from some parents and carers that they do not 

feel they are working well with their children. Always talk to your class teacher about this if you are concerned and 

they will advise you. Please do not worry, the work that has been set is well within your child’s abilities. If you need 

the teacher to ring and speak to your child about their learning then please let us know- a word of encouragement 

may help. This includes if they are refusing to learn for you.  

We have made Friday afternoon a period of catch up learning time to give you some time to revisit our set learning 

or do some other type of learning like making a den, writing letters, listening to music, exercising, puzzles, drawing 

and painting, gardening, building with lego, cooking, crafts, making a video, going for a walk or playing a board or 

online game. Remember children learn well through their play as well as directed activities. We would love to see 

pictures of your activities. 

Please try to make sure your weekends are family time if you can. We are aware that many of you are trying hard to 

keep on top of your own jobs as well as run your households and care for others in your family. Others have wider 

commitments that mean children are not at home at the weekend- we understand this.  

This is an exceptionally difficult time for you and your children. Home learning on the scale we are doing it now is 

unprecedented and relatively new to us all. We will continue to develop our remote offer over time as we develop 

our curriculum and access a wider network of online tools.  

We accept that there will be some gaps in understanding for many children. Most of them have only had almost one 

term in school uninterrupted in the last year and this was under covid rules limiting their learning. But this is the case 

in all schools not just ours and there will be many actions put into place to address this on our return. We are 

informed by the DfE that there will be no statutory testing of primary age pupils this year.  However, we will make 

our own teacher assessments based on our knowledge of the children.  

In line with the DfE regulations teachers are setting work in line with the current National Curriculum but please 

know that we understand there may be some areas lacking understanding by children. We are assessing progress on 

the basis of the work we are seeing but will adjust our judgements once our children are back in school with us. Do 

not be offended that learning is being judged as below the expected standard at this time- this is to be expected in 

some areas. Lower judgements will be temporary until we can address this with in school interventions. It is really 

important that you keep going with your child’s learning as best you can so there are fewer gaps on their return.  

Staff have reported to me that they receive many helpful and supportive messages online and this is encouraging 

them to keep going- it is hard for them too, and many of them have their own children and families to care for just 

like you. It is a worrying time for us all. We welcome supportive and constructive feedback given in good faith. We 

always try to respond as promptly as we can-thank you. Please use the website contact page or the dojo page- we 

will not respond to questions on facebook or by email. Please remember our facebook page is a site for celebration 

of work and to see what skills and talents our children have therefore we will reserve the right to remove complaints 

and criticisms from this page. 

Teachers are very aware that their teaching is being watched by adults and families and this is a new experience for 

them and it can feel quite daunting. Please do not be critical- it is not helpful. Teachers are up for the challenge and 

are very proud of the profession and the work they are doing. Teaching is their chosen career path. However, I’d like 



us all to recognise that teaching in these circumstances is very difficult. It is very different to working in a classroom 

and not at all what staff are used to or have been originally trained in. My team have speedily developed their skills 

in online teaching and are all doing their very best- I am very proud of them and hope you are too.  

If you have the time to send your teacher a kind word please do so – it will mean a lot and may just give them that 

little lift to keep going.  

Thank you for your continued support and keep on with the excellent work you are doing.  

As always, working as a team we will pull through.  

Regards 

Anita Boyd  

Headteacher  
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