
 

 
 

 

 

17.7.2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Today we close for the summer break and I have been reflecting on this year- my fifth year as 
headteacher of Shotton Hall Primary School. What an eventful year it has been for us all! However, we 
have weathered the storm and through working together we have come a long way in a short space of 
time and look forward to having all of our children back with us on Thursday 3rd September 2020.  
 
There are no words to express my thanks for the support we have received from our families in our work 
over the Covid-19 period. We have received so many lovely messages and appreciate every one of 
them. We feel we are very blessed to have a marvellous group of parents and carers who have worked 
with us to ensure we comply with the regulations set by our government to keep us all as safe as 
possible.  
 
So many events had to be cancelled and we have had to re think the way we work and do things very 
differently. Staff have retrained in delivering online learning and teaching family groups. We have had to 
be flexible and versatile in our work and as always make sure all children are at the forefront of our 
decision making.  
 
Next year we expect to continue to be working in a new way to ensure we keep everyone safe. There 
will be more outdoor learning, the classrooms are redesigned and we will as always ensure we are 
delivering a high quality learning experience for all of our pupils. This is a challenge we are happy to 
take on! Learning is our business and we can build on past practice and deliver a broad and balance 
comprehensive curriculum for all pupils. We will be offering our full curriculum to all pupils with an 
additional focus on English and Maths for those who need it. We will be talking individually to parents 
about how you can best support your child to catch up if they need to.  
  
We know some children and their parents/carers may be very nervous about coming back in to school, 
we understand and are ready for this and believe we are well equipped to manage those pupils and 
transition them back in successfully over time. We understand parental anxiety about leaving your 
children with us after such a long time and hope to reassure you that they will be as safe as possible 
and well looked after. We will be transitioning our youngest pupils and our new starters as we go along 
and negotiating arrangements to make sure they have a positive school experience, happy memories 
and prioritise their mental well being. We believe that if we nurture our children and enable them to feel 
safe and cared for in school then their learning will come easily as they are in a good place to open up 
to new experiences.  
 
It is probable that we will not be going out of school for any events including swimming but we are so 
lucky to have wonderful grounds to work in. We are less likely to have visitors into school to ensure our 
pupils are not at unnecessary risk however, the external services such as school nurses will still be 
visiting. All visitors must pass by our thermal imaging cameras to ensure they are safe to enter.  
 
You will notice our school grounds are more secure and we lock down the grounds once the pupils are 
in school. This is for everyone’s safety as we use the outdoor space for learning. We will also be limiting 
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to one any parent escorting our young pupils onto site. We hope to have our day gate fitted by September 
and will send you more detail around this in time.  
 
We will be using a new system called ‘Class Dojo’ in September and this will enable you to leave a 
message for your child’s teacher. This will replace you chatting to them before and after school. You will 
see your child’s team points earned and homework will be submitted through this.  
 
There will be no whole school gatherings including sports events, assemblies and performances. 
Children will have assemblies in their classrooms but sadly we will be unable to have our lovely parent 
assemblies. There will also be no parent consultations face to face in the Autumn term but we will 
organise phone consultations for those who wish to speak to a teacher about their child.  
  
Break times and lunch times will be staggered so that pupils do not meet outside of their bubble, pupils 
will have an allocated yard to play on and a set of play equipment for their bubble only.  
 
We would like all pupils to return to school policy and wear full school uniform including appropriate 
footwear in September. You will be given a PE day and your child will come to school in their PE kit for 
that day. Please make sure your child is equipped for outdoor learning.  
 
The school touch points will be cleaned daily and over lunchtime by OCS and staff are continually 
cleaning throughout the day as they work in classes. There is a toilet allocated to each class so teachers 
know when their toilet is clear to allow another child to visit- children will be allowed to go to the toilet in 
class time provided it is at a convenient moment and they will not miss key learning. Children will have 
their own peg, chair, table place, books and writing equipment. They will keep their lunch box in their 
bubble with them, their water bottle will be on their desk and must be taken home to refill and clean daily. 
This may all feel very strange at first but we will soon get used to it.   
 
At the start and end of the day all thirty staff and senior staff will be outdoors in fluorescent vests so 
pupils will know who to go to if they need help to get to their class. Senior staff will man the gates to 
ensure no pupils leaves the premises once they have come into school. Other staff will be placed around 
the premises and be watching to ensure pupils get to their classes safely, quickly and easily.  
 
No doubt there will be further changes along the way but nothing we can’t cope with if we work together. 
It’s important to remember that Covid-19 has not gone away and we don’t know of the potential effects 
over the winter period. As always I will keep you up to date and well informed. During the break I will be 
responding to the most recent government guidance to ensure we are compliant when we return.  
 
As always if you have a worry or concern about any child please log this with first contact on 03000 267 
979 or through this link:  
https://www.durham.gov.uk/firstcontact#:~:text=If%20you%20have%20a%20concern,Durham%20Cons
tabulary%20and%20health%20services.  

 
We say good bye to Mrs Saphier and Ms Robinson and wish them well in their future careers. We also 
say good bye and good luck to our year six pupils- we hope you do very well in your secondary career 
and I look forward to seeing you around- please come and say hello!   
 
Have a great summer break, let’s hope for some fabulous weather! Please keep safe and I look forward 
to seeing you all in September.  
 
Anita Boyd  
Headteacher  
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