
 
 
 

Writing Long Term Plan Year 3/4 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Conjunctions 

Year 3 
Consolidation of R to Y2 
objectives 
 

Year 3 
After 
Before 
 

Year 3 
Without warning 
Whenever 
While 

 Year 3 
Although 
Unless 
 
 

Year 3 
However  
Therefore 
 

Year 3 
- 

Year 4 
Consolidation of R to Y3 
objectives 
 

Year 4 
Meanwhile 
Finally 
 

Year 4 
- 

 Year 4 
In conclusion 
In addition/additionally 
 

Year 4 
- 

Year 4 
- 

Terminology 

Year 3 
Consolidation of R to Y2 
objectives 
 

Year 3 
Conjunction 
Word family 
Clause 
Consonant 
Vowel 
Heading 
Sub-heading 
 

Year 3 
Preposition 
Prefix 
Subordinate clause 
Paragraph 
Preposition phrase 
 

 Year 3 
Direct speech 
Inverted commas 
Dialogue 
 

Year 3 
- 

Year 3 
- 

Year 4 
Consolidation of R to Y3 
objectives 
 

Year 4 
Determiner 
Common/Proper/Collective 
noun 
Word class 
 

Year 4 
Pronoun 
Possessive pronoun 
Adverbial 
 

 Year 4 
Metaphor 
Imperative 
Onomatopoeia  
 

Year 4 
1st/2nd/3rd person 
Rhetorical question 
 

Year 4 
- 

Punctuation 

Year 3 
Consolidation of R to Y2 
objectives 
 

Year 3 
- 

Year 3 
- 

 Year 3 
Inverted commas for direct 
speech 
 

Year 3 
- 

Year 3 
- 

Year 4 
Consolidation of R to Y3 
objectives 
 

Year 4 
- 

Year 4 
-Apostrophes to mark plural 
possessions e.g. the girl's 
name, the girls' names 
 
-Commas after fronted 
adverbials 

 Year 4 
Inverted commas and other 
punctuation to indicate direct 
speech e.g. a comma after 
the reported clause: The 
conductor shouted, "Sit 
down!" 

Year 4 
- 

Year 4 
- 
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Text 
Construction 

Sentence 
Level 

Year 3 
Consolidation of R to Y2 
objectives 
 

Year 3 
-Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words 
using GPCs, common 
exception words and 
punctuation taught so far 
 
-Begin to extend the range of 
sentences with more than 
one clause, by using a wider 
range of conjunctions 
 
-Use a range of sentence 
structures and forms 
appropriately (simple, 
compound and some 
complex structures, as well as 
statements, questions, 
exclamations and commands) 
 
-Expand their range of 
vocabulary, to include words 
and phrases in their writing 
which are appropriate to the 
spelling ability  
 

Year 3 
-Use expanded noun phrases 
more consistently, 
incorporating modifying 
adjectives and nouns e.g. the 
beautiful, blue butterfly with 
fluttery wings 
 
-Experiment with a greater 
range of simple adverbials 
(e.g. Suddenly, she stopped 
or He was fine yesterday) 
 
-Construct similes using 'like' 
or 'as' (e.g. He's as grumpy as 
a bear, She ran like the wind) 
 
-Use a pattern of three for 
description and expand as 
appropriate (He was very old, 
totally bald and really smiley) 

 Year 3 
-Begin to choose nouns or 
pronouns appropriately for 
clarity and cohesion and to 
avoid repetition 

Year 3 
-Use of the features of written 
standard English more 
consistently (e.g. replacing 
regional grammar structures of 
dialect words with standard 
English 
 

Year 3 
- 

Year 4 
Consolidation of R to Y3 
objectives 
 

Year 4 
-Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words 
using  words and punctuation 
taught so far 
 

Year 4 
-Use an increasing range of 
sentence structures for effect 
(e.g. a series of short 
sentences to increase pace 
and longer sentences, 
including simple, compound 
and complex structures) 

 Year 4 
-Show consistency in their 
decisions as to whether to 
use nouns or pronouns for 
clarity and cohesion to avoid 
repetition 
 

Year 4 
-Begin to be more specific with 
their word choices (e.g. The 
man got into the car, might 
become, Simon jumped quickly 
into his red BMW) 
 

Year 4 
- 
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-Begin to extend the range of 
sentences with more than 
one clause, by using a wider 
range of conjunctions 
 
-Expand their range of 
vocabulary, to include words 
and phrases in their writing 
which are appropriate to 
their spelling ability and/or 
can be checked by using the 
first two or three letters to 
look it up in a dictionary 
 

 
-Use expanded noun phrases 
more consistently and 
confidently, including 
modifying adjectives, nouns 
and preposition phrases e.g. 
the bright, blue beautiful 
butterfly with the fluttering 
wings on its back 
 
-Increase their range of 
adverbials and ensure they 
are positioning these 
throughout the sentence, 
including using fronted 
adverbials 
 

-Construct a variety of similes 
using 'like' or 'as' (e.g. He's as 
grumpy as a grizzly bear, She 
raced like the wind) 
 
-Use a pattern of three for 
description and expand 
effectively (e.g. He was 
surprisingly old, totally bald 
and wore a cheeky grin) 
 

-Begin to use rhetorical 
questions (e.g. in persuasive 
writing: How would you like to 
sleep on the street?) 
 
-Use the features of written 
standard English more 
consistently (e.g. replacing 
regional grammar structures of 
dialect words with their 
standard English equivalents) 

Text 
Construction 

Text Level 

 Year 3 
-Begin to use paragraphs and understand that they should be organised around a theme 
-Sometimes use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense  
-In non-narrative material, use simple organisational devices (e.g. paragraph headings) 
-In narratives, create basic characters, settings and plot, based on their reading, using some simple description and conjunctions appropriate to Year 3 
-Write for a range of real purposes and audiences, as part of their work across the curriculum, and make some decisions, based on these, about the form the writing should take 
-Recognise that writing often has a 'hook' to draw the reader in (i.e. using dialogue, action or description) and attempt to use this 
 

 Year 4 
-In non-narrative material, use simple organisational devices (e.g. headings, subheadings or basic paragraph summaries) 
-In narratives, create characters, settings and plot, often based on their reading, with description of each of these demonstrating an appropriate and effective range of vocabulary and conjunctions 
-Confidently use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 
-Organise paragraphs around a theme 
-Write for an increasing range of real purposes and audiences, as part of their work across the curriculum, using these to underpin their decisions about the form the writing should take 
-Begin to use a 'hook' to draw the reader in to writing (i.e. using dialogue, action or vivid description) 
 

Planning, 
Evaluating 
and Editing 

 Year 3 
Planning: 
Plan their writing by discussing and recording ideas, including using role play to develop and sequence ideas 
Plan to use paragraphs, by grouping relevant information 
With support, identify the viewpoint from which they will be writing 
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Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its sentence structure, vocabulary and ideas 
Begin to consider the intended effect of their writing on the reader 
Compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied vocabulary and a range of sentence structures 
Plan vocabulary with which to create settings, characters and plot in narrative writing 
Use writing journals as a planning tool and memory aid 
Evaluating: 
Assess and discuss the effectiveness of their own writing, suggesting improvements and begin to monitor their own writing for sense in the same way that they monitor reading 
Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation so that the meaning is clear 
Use appropriate grammatical terminology in discussing writing 
Editing: 
Proof read their writing for spelling and punctuation errors, appropriate to the level expected at their age group 
Implement changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency 
 

 Year 4 
Planning: 
Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its sentence, paragraph and whole-text structure, vocabulary and ideas 
Plan their writing by discussing and recording ideas, including using role play to develop and sequence ideas 
Consider the intended effect of their writing on the reader and adjust their planning in order to accomplish this 
Compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a rich and more varied vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures] 
Plan vocabulary with which to create appropriate and interesting settings, characters and plot 
Clearly identify the viewpoint from which they will be writing 
Use writing journals as a planning tool and memory aid 
Plan to use paragraphs, by grouping relevant information, showing an increasing level of confidence and accuracy in their placement of paragraph breaks 
Evaluating: 
Assess and discuss the effectiveness of their own and others writing and suggest improvements to plot, vocabulary and/or grammar and monitor their own writing for sense and effectiveness  
Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate information and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear 
Use appropriate grammatical terminology in discussing writing 
Editing: 
Proof-read their own and others writing for spelling and punctuation errors, appropriate to the level expected for their age group 
Implement changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency and effectiveness, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 
 

Handwriting 

 Year 3 
-Consistently use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters are better left unjoined 
-Use joined handwriting throughout the majority of their independent writing 
 

 Year 4 
-Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting 
-Use joined handwriting (where appropriate) throughout their independent writing, in all subjects, not just English 
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